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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  throughout  the  year  and  no 
epidemic  occurred. 

The  population  of  the  district  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  has  fallen  during  the  year  by  about  400  persons.  I  am  unable  to 
offer  any  explanation  for  this  fall. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales 
and  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

•  •  •  •  • 

... 

151,080 

Population — 1931  Census 

•  •  •  •  • 

15,149 

Population— 1951  Census 

16,300 

Estimated  Home  Population- 

—mid- 1954 

15,620 

Parishes 

•  •  •  .  .  , 

25 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

4,837 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  •  .  .  . 

£101,359 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . . 

•  •  •  .  ,  • 

£408 

Loan  Debt 

... 

... 

£514,573 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

116 

108 

224 

Legitimate 

112 

101 

Illegitimate 

4 

7 

England 
dh  Wales 

14.3  15.2 
17.6 

3 

13.2  23.4 

Total 

194 

12.4  11.3 

10.3 
Nil 

—  0.69 

4 

17.9  25.5 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 
Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  &  still  births 

Male  Female 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  102  92 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 
Infant  Mortality 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Causes  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

General  Causes  : 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease 
Cancer 

Coronary  Disease 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis 
Arteriosclerosis  ... 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  . 

Pneumonia 
Gastritis 
Diabetes 
Nephritis 
Gastric  Ulcer 
Suicide  ... 

Accidental 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  •- 

Infants  under  1  Year  : 

Congenital  Deformities 
Septicaemia 

Total 


1 


38 

30 

28 

25 

11 

9 

5 

5 

3 
2 
2 
1 
1 

4 

25 


3 

1 


194 


AGE  of  DEATH  TABLE 


Age  at  Death 

Infants  under  1  year  . . . 
1-5  years 
5-15  years 
15-25  years 
25-35  years 
35-45  years 
45-55  years 
55-65  years 
65-75  years 
75  &  over 


Male 

2 

1 


Totals 


6 

19 

34 

40 

102 


Female 

2 

3 

1 

7 

14 

25 

40 

92 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  health  servies  continued  to  run  smoothly  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  ominous  prognostications  which  heralded  the  National  Health  Service 
have  been  averted,  primarily  by  the  exercise  of  common  sense  at  all  levels. 


Welfare  Foods. 

The  functions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  regards  Welfare  Foods  were 
-passed  to  the  County  Health  Authority  during  the  summer  and  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  arrangement  has  been  reached  with  the  Women  s  Voluntary  Service 
under  the  supervision  of  Councillor  Mrs.  Hartnoll  of  the  Tavistock  Urban 
Council  for  these  substances  to  be  dispensed  either  from  the  Urban  Omce,  or 
the  Tavistock  Infant  Welfare  Centre  on  Fridays. 
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Maternity  Accommodation. 

This  was  the  first  full  working  year  for  the  new  Tavistock  Maternity 
Unit  and  during  this  period  175  babies  were  born  there  as  follows  : — 

Tavistock  Urban  District  . 30 

Tavistock  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  96 

Other  . 49 

Great  exception  was  taken  by  44  higher  authority  ”  to  the  remarks  in 
my  last  report  regarding  the  arrangements  for  admission  to  this  home.  As 
a  result  of  this  several  conferences  were  held  and  once  again  by  the  application 
of  common  sense  an  entirely  amicable  settlement  was  reached,  and  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  since  then  no  complaint  has  been  received  from  either  doctors 
or  patients. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  or  the  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

Your  attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  attached  to  the 
inner  back  cover,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
uf  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  tabulates  individually  the  method  of  water 
service  to  each  of  your  25  parishes. 

Your  Council  remains  the  water  undertaker  for  the  areas  of  Milton 
Combe,  Princetown,  Walkhampton,  Grenofen  and  the  major  part  of  Horra- 
bridge.  \  our  Inspectors  took  45  water  samples  of  which  all  were  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  two  from  the  Chippie  Park  Supply,  but  after  carrying 
out  remedial  and  improvement  work  at  the  source,  repeat  samples  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Supplies  were  abundant  and  constant.  A  serious  defect  developed  at  the 
source  of  the  Milton  Combe  supply.  Lengthy  excavation  and  relaying  Gf 
collecting  pipes  was  necessary  resulting  in  a  very  improved  supply.  All 
samples  from  this  source  were  satisfactory. 

Due  to  increased  development  in  the  Grenofen  area  it  was  necessary  to 
extend  the  Council’s  mains.  Fortunately  the  existing  supply  from  the  Sort- 
ridge  balancing  tank  is  more  than  adequate  to  meet  the  additional  demand. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year  in  your  district  : _ 

Bere  Ferrers  Water  Supply  :  The  scheme  for  supplying  Bere  Ferrers 
from  Bere  Alston  Reservoir  is  now  nearly  complete.  This  will  afford  a  more 
plentiful  supply  of  water  and  also  greatly  improve  the  supply  on  the  high 
level. 

Brentor  Water  Supply  :  An  extension  will  be  commenced  shortly 
from  Brentor  Reservoir  to  Pitland  Corner,  or  the  main  Tavistock  Road,  to 
provide  supplies  for  the  farms  en  route,  who  are  extremely  short  during  the 
dry  months. 

Lifton  Water  Supply  :  The  scheme  for  connecting  Lifton  to  the 
Board’s  main  supply  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  shortage  of  water 
at  Lifton  has  been  relieved. 

Milton  Abbot  Water  Suppty  :  The  Chillaton  supply  has  now  been 
■connected  to  the  Board’s  trunk  main. 
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The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Board  during  the  year 

Total 

Parish  Samples  Good 


Fair 


Bad 


Bere  Ferrers  : 

Bere  Alston 
Bere  Ferrers 
Brentor  ... 

Lifton 
Lydford  ... 

Mary  Tavy  . 

Milton  Abbot  : 

Chillaton 
Peter  Tavy 
Sydenham  Damarel  : 
Horsebridge 
Sydenham  Damarel 
Tavistock  Hamlets  : 

Mill  Hill  . 


Taken 

5 

4 

7 
3 
2 

8 

7 

7 

1 

1 


47 


5 
4 

7 
3 
2 

8 

6 
7 


45 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  relative  to  new  sewerage  schemes 
continued.  Great  benefits  were  experienced  by  the  general  public,  especially 
in  the  Lamerton,  Dousland  and  Yelverton  areas,  resulting  in  substantial 
additional  development  bringing  increased  rateable  value  but  as  was  in¬ 
evitable,  increased  maintenance  costs  and  responsibilities.  This  problem  was 
aptlv  met  by  the  Council  by  the  acquisition  of  a  small  sturdy  vehicle  for  use 
in  conjunction  with  their  portable  sewage  pump,  also  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  sewage  works  attendant.  Another  pleasing  feature  was  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  main  drainage  scheme  at  Brentor,  estimated  to  cost  £7,943. 
This  work  has  been  pressed  for  for  a  number  of  years  as  it  is  the  only 
practical  solution  to  abolish  the  many  sewage  nuisances  m  existence. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  pleasing  to  record  that  no  sanction  to  proceed 
has  been  received  in  respect  of  the  Chillaton,  Milton  Combe  and  Grenofen 
proposals,  although  they  have  all  been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry. 
The  former  two  are  especially  necessary  as  in  addition  to  the  serious  nuisances 
which  exist,  further  development  is  sterilized  and  the  Council  are  fully  justified 
in  repeatedly  pressing  the  Ministry  for  permission  to  proceed. 

Marv  Tavy  and  Peter  Tavy  remain  the  problem  villages  With  the 
improved  water  supply,  main  drainage  is  a  necessity  yet  owing  to  the  scattered 
development  with  the  inevitable  long  unproductive  lengths,  the  exceptional  y 
difficult  contours  and  the  absence  of  suitable  or  available  land  for  the  sewage 
works,  still  no  satisfactory  scheme  has  yet  been  produced  sufficiently  econo¬ 
mical  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

The  activities  of  the  River  Boards  have  been  very  pronounced  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  the  reports  on  the  sewage  effluent  relative  to  the  new 
works  were  satisfactory,  but  the  converse  applied  to  the  older  works  although 
The  root  cause  is  not  merely  the  age  of  the  works  but  the  development  which 
has  taken  place  since  their  erection,  consequently  the  inevitable  result  is  that 
they  are  overloaded.  It  is  only  by  the  frequent  and  regular  maintenance 
and  cleansing  of  the  works  that  no  really  serious  nuisance  is  created  and  this 
has  only  became  possible  because  of  the  additional  mobile  staff  The  Council 
must  be  warned,  however,  that  they  would  be  wise  especially  when  preparing 
their  estimates,  to  realise  that  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  obligatory  for  them  to 
modernise  some  of  the  very  old  installations  in  order  to  adequately  cope  with 

the  additional  demand. 
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Refuse  Collection. 

In  this  department  there  was  little  or  no  change  from  the  previous  year. 
As  hitherto  a  satisfactory,  although  limited,  service  was  maintained.  Collection 
for  all  the  southern  parishes  was  by  direct  labour  whilst  the  northern  parishes 
were  covered  by  Contract.  It  is  significant  that  requests  for  collection  from 
isolated  hamlets  were  far  more  frequent  and  numerous  and  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  again  advises  that  in  order  to  establish  a  satisfactory  col¬ 
lection  over  the  whole  of  the  district  it  is  necessary  for  the  Council  to  purchase 
a  second  vehicle. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  DISTRICT 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
routine  work  in  addition  to  the  work  itemised  under  the  various  sections  : — 


Visits  to  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1612 

Nuisances  investigated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Visits  in  connection  with  water  supplies  ...  ...  189 

Visits  in  connection  with  foodstuffs  ...  ...  423 

Water  samples  submitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tests  for  new  and  re-laid  drains  ...  ...  ...  83 

Visits  re  buildings  in  course  of  construction  ...  483 

Number  of  plans  submitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Visits  in  connection  with  above  ...  ...  ...  283 

New  Septic  Tank  installations  ...  ...  ...  38 

Visits  re  Petroleum  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Visits  re  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  325 

Visits  re  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  ...  ...  „..  688 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
1.  Inspections 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

w 

on 

Register 

{ii) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

{Hi) 

Written 

Notices 

{iv) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

{v) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,  2,3,4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

16 

53 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
Authority 

50 

112 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ... 

9 

17 

_ 

______ 

Total 

75 

182 

9 

— 

1 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


1 

Particulars 

(i) 

Nu 

,mber  of  case 
were 

s  in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

{vi) 

Found 

(m) 

Remedied 

{Hi) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
[iv) 

red 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

{v) 

Want  of 

I  Cleanliness  ... 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 
Conveniences: 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separ¬ 
ate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

24 

24 

Weather. 

The  Meteorological  Report  from  the  Tavistock  Observatory  is  included 
as  a  matter  of  general  interest.  The  report  applies  generally  to  the  district 
with  the  exception  of  the  Princetown  region  which  has  climatic  conditions 
peculiar  to  itself. 

Height  of  Meteorological  Station — 457  ft.  above  sea  level. 

Latitude — 50.33  N  ;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  rainfall  was  58.11  ins.  (1953 — 39.73  ins.) 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  51.1  ins. 

The  total  number  of  wet  days  was  178. 

Lowest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  25.0  on  2nd  February. 

Highest  Dry  Bulb  Temperature  was  68.7  on  1st  September. 

Lowest  on  Grass — 11.0  on  2nd  February. 
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Rainfall 

Rainfall 

No.  of 

Average 
temp,  per 

Month 

1954 

1953 

wet  days 

dry  bulb 

Notes 

January 

2.26 

1.34 

11 

40.0 

snow  on  31st. 

February 

5.79 

2.03 

16 

39.8 

First  5  days  hard 
frost. 

March 

4.95 

1.22 

13 

44.2 

f"  snow  on  1st  & 
2nd. 

April 

0.55 

3.21 

4 

48.8 

20  bright  days. 

May 

4.98 

4.62 

11 

52.4 

Thunder  and  hail 
4.15  p.m.  on 
29th. 

June 

4.20 

4.35 

16 

55.5 

Small  hail  11.15 
a.m.  on  27th. 

July 

4.42 

4.51 

17 

56.4 

Slight  hail  6.45 
p.m.  on  5th. 

August 

5.38 

2.73 

15 

57.3 

Thunder  and  hail 
afternoon  of 

6  th. 

September 

5.82 

5.23 

21 

55.5 

Thunder  12.15 
p.m.  on  10th. 

October 

5.40 

5.22 

21 

54.6 

Hail  at  2.30  p.m. 
on  24th. 

November 

9.84 

4.12 

18 

48.7 

Much  wind. 

December 

4.52 

58.11" 

1.15 

39.73" 

15 

178 

45.1 

Much  drizzle. 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


1954  proved  to  be  a  very  busy  and  progressive  year.  The  most  pleasing 
features  were  the  relaxation  of  many  frustrating  restrictions  and  regulations, 
also  the  introduction  of  new  housing  legislation,  notably  the  Housing  Repairs 
&  Rents  Act,  and  Circular  30  re  Slum  Clearance,  each  granting  increased  powers 
to  Local  Authorities.  The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  readiness 
to  accept  these  additional  responsibilities,  and  in  particular  their  prompt 
action  in  respect  of  applications  for  Private  Enterprise  Building  Licences  and 
Improvement  Grants.  Appropriate  action  was  also  taken  under  the  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  and  the  sale  of  Council  ho'uses. 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  Council  houses  automatically  meant  addit¬ 
ional  work  for  your  Inspectors.  The  standard  of  maintenance  is  very  satis¬ 
factory  for  both  pre-  and  post-war  houses.  Similarly  for  the  hutments  but 
here  the  cost  is  really  uneconomic,  a  typical  example  of  natural  deterioration 
due  to  the  use  of  shortlived  materials  and  sub-standard  construction. 


During  the  course  of  the  year  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made 
numerous  inspections  of  houses  and  attended  several  Sub-Committee  meetings, 
submitted  many  reports  to  full  Committees  and  the  Council,  resulting  in 
appropriate  action  being  taken  for  the  service  of  Statutory  and  Informal 
Housing  and  Repair  Notices,  Dangerous  Structures  Notices,  Closing  and 
Demolition  Orders.  These  are  set  out  in  the  tables  below. 


The  waiting  list  for  Council  house  accommodation  is  again  produced. 
It  will  be  seen  with  satisfaction  that  there  is  a  steady  decline  and  that  the 
total  figure  for  all  parishes  is  reduced  from  166  to  130,  even  so  this  number 
includes  15  elderly  applicants  for  old  people’s  bungalows. 
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Parish 

Total  on 
Waiting 
List 

Agricultural 

Non- 

Agricultural 

No.  in 
Lodgings 

No.  with 
separate 
home 

Bere  Ferrers 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Bere  Alston 

24 

6 

18 

4 

20 

Brentor 

5 

1 

4 

2 

3 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

14 

— 

14 

2 

12 

A 

Crapstone  . . . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Yelverton  ... 

8 

— 

8 

1 

Coryton 

— 

— 

— 

Q/l 

Horrabridge 

40 

— 

40 

6 

o4 

Lamerton 

5 

— 

5 

o 

1 

Lifton 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Lydford 

2 

— 

2 

1 

2 

A 

Princetown 

5 

— 

5 

1 

** 

Mary  Tavy 

6 

— 

6 

3 

O 

Milton  Abbot 

— 

— 

— 

Chillaton 

1 

— 

1 

1 

A 

Peter  Tavy  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Stowford 

1 

— 

1 

1 

A 

W  alkhampton 

7 

— 

7 

3 

4 

Whitchurch 

(Grenofen) 

3 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Totals  . . . 

130 

9 

121 

28 

102 

COUNCIL  HOUSES— 1955  PROGRAMME 

The  progressive  erection  of  Council  houses  continued  throughout  1954, 
altogether  46  were  completed  and  occupied,  i.e.  12  at  Bere  Alston,  10  at 
Horrabridge  and  24  at  Lamerton. 


Council  Houses  in  Course  gf 


Parish 
Bere  Ferrers 

Horrabridge 
Sampford  Spiney 
Buckland 

Monachorum 

Meavy 


Village 
Bere  Alston 

Horrabridge 
Sampford  Cross 
Buckland 

Monachorum 

Meavy 


Construction. 

No.  of 
houses  to 
be  built 

11 

10 

4 

5 
4 

Total  34 


Site 

Number 
O.S.  1324, 
1325. 
O.S.  78 
O.S.  175 


O.S.  416 
O.S.  129 


Remainder  of  Housing  Programme  carried  forward 

The  Council,  having  every  desire  to  meet  their  housing  needs,  nevertheless 
felt  that  saturation  point  was  approaching,  both  in  relation  to  numbers  and 
finance.  Consequently  after  full  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  of  the  houses 
proposed  to  be  erected,  12  at  Bere  Alston  and  8  at  Mary  Tavy  be  postponed 
indefinitely.  3  were  added  at  Buckland  Monachorum  to  complete  the  site 
and  the  decision  to  build  flats  at  Horrabridge  resulted  in  3  additional  dwellings, 
and  there  being  no  new  allocation,  the  programme  now  reads  : — 
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No.  of 
houses  to 

Site 

Parish 

Buckland 

Village 

Buckland 

be  built 

Number 

Monachorum 

Monachorum 

16 

O.S.  515 

Horrabridge 

Horrabridge 

21 

O.S.  78 

Lifton 

Lifton 

2 

O.S.  754 

Marystowe 

Near  Lewdown 

4 

Total  43 

O.S.  648 

The  Ministry  of  Works  completed  their  first  scheme  of  44  Cornish  Unit 
houses  on  behalf  of  the  Prison  Commissioners  and  a  second  scheme  was  pro¬ 
jected  which  should  meet  the  need  for  that  particular  area. 


Council  Houses  in  the  Tavistock  Rural  District — 1954 


Parish 

Village 

No.  of 
Houses 

Total  No. 
in  Parish 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

92 

Bere  Ferrers 

10 

102 

Bradstone 

— 

. 

Brentor 

Brentor 

14 

14 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

Buckland 

Monachorum 

14 

Yelverton  ... 

4 

18 

Cory  ton 

— 

— 

Dunterton  ... 

— 

- 

Horrabridge 

Horrabridge 

80 

80 

Kelly  . 

Kelly 

2 

2 

Lamerton  ... 

Lamerton 

34 

34 

Lewtrenchard 

— 

_ 

Lifton 

Lifton 

36 

36 

Lydford 

Lydford 

10 

Princetown 

24 

34 

Marystowe 

Near  Lewdown 

4 

4 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

26 

26 

Meavy 

Meavy 

8 

8 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

16 

Milton  Abbot 

8 

24 

Peter  Tavy 

Peter  Tavy 

14 

14 

Sampford  Spiney 

Sampford  Spiney  ... 

4 

4 

Bheepstor 

— 

— 

Stowford  ... 

Stowford 

4 

4 

Sydenham  Damarel 
Tavistock  Hamlets 
Thrushelton 

Lobhill 

2 

2 

W  alkhampton 

Walkhampton 

40 

40 

Whitchurch 

Grenofen 

8 

8 

Grand  Total  454 


In  addition,  43  families  are  housed  in  the  hutments  at  Crapstone,  Parish 
of  Buckland  Monachorum. 


11 


CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Return  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1954 
Part  A — CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  the  period 

Number  of 

persons 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

displaced 

(1)  Land  coloured  “pink”  ... 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

(2)  Land  coloured  “grey”  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  B— HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Number  of 

Houses 

Persons 

Displaced 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  : 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  11 

10 

j 

Nil 

(6)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 

1 1 ,  and  still  in  force 

3 

Nil 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

[a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 
Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Local  Government  ( Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  ( 1 )  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Repairs  : 

INFORMAL  ACTION 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 

Number  of 
Houses 

the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

67 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices 

•  •  • 

(a)  by  Owners 

...  ... 

Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

... 

Nil 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16) 

(a)  by  Owners 

1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

... 

Nil 
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Caravan  Sites 

An  appeal  was  heard  against  a  refusal  by  the  Dartmoor  National  Park 
Committee  to  licence  a  caravan  site  for  use  as  semi-permanent  dwellings. 
The  Minister  refused  the  appeal. 

In  my  evidence  I  expressed  the  following  views  regarding  the  use  of 
caravans  as  semi-permanent  dwellings  :  “It  is  generally  agreed  that  sub¬ 
standard  dwellings  on  a  permanent  basis  are  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the 
inmates,  wherever  they  may  be  sited.  It  is  my  considered  opinion  that  a 
caravan  is  a  such  substandard  structure  if  used  on  a  permanent  basis.  One  may 
ask  what  local  authority  would  be  permitted  to  provide  permanent  accom¬ 
modation  of  this  nature  ?  The  lowest  standard  which  has  yet  been  officially 
sanctioned,  the  post-war  “  Prefab,”  consists  of  two  bedrooms,  hall,  W.C., 
bathroom,  living  room,  kitchen  and  a  store  with  all  the  usual  ancillaries. 
Can  a  reasonable  comparison  be  made  between  this  and  a  caravan  ?  If  not 
one  is  driven,  and  I  think  inevitably,  to  the  conclusion  that  the  essential- 
structure  of  a  caravan  proscibes  it  as  a  permanent  dwelling.” 

It  would  appear  that  sooner  or  later  this  problem  will  have  to  be  tackled 
on  a  national  basis. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  Inspection 

The  cessation  of  meat  rationing  as  from  the  beginning  of  July  thrust  yet 
another  important  decision  on  local  authorities.  The  problem  was  considered 
from  all  angles  at  many  Sub-Committee  meetings,  including  joint  ones  with 
the  neighbouring  authority.  The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
final  decision.  They  took  into  consideration  the  additional  work  which  would 
be  entailed  with  meat  inspection,  and  also  by  the  application  of  the  new 
housing  legislation,  and  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  carry  out  these 
additional  duties  without  an  increase  in  the  staff,  and  finally  decided  to  issue 
provisional  slaughterhouse  licences  to  eight  applicants  subject  to  the  premises 
being  raised  to  the  standard  required  by  your  sanitary  staff,  and  to  appoint 
an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Seven  licences  were  eventually  taken  up  and  killing  took  place  in  seven 
widely  scattered  slaughterhouses.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  was  very  good, 
and  as  high  class  stock  was  purchased  the  quality  of  the  home  killed  meat  was 
very  high. 

Although  physically  impossible  to  carry  out  full  ante-mortem  inspection, 
there  has  been  a  full  100%  post-mortem.  The  incidence  of  disease,  including 
tuberculosis,  has  proved  to  be  agreeably  low,  one  exception  being  that  of 
cysticercUs  bovis.  Here  seven  carcases  were  affected  and  sent  for  either  cold 
storage  or  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts  and  organs 
condemned  from  4th  July-3 1st  December,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — - 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

263 

23 

90 

834 

306 

Number  inspected 

263 

23 

90 

834 

306 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

11 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

47 

8 

_ 

69 

18 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

18.21% 

34.78% 

12.22% 

8.86% 

5.88% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ... 

_ . 

_ 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.14% 

4.35% 

1 

1.30% 
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The  meat  supply  continued  to  come  from  the  Tavistock  Abattoir  from 
1st  January-3rd  July,  and  was  duly  inspected  there.  By  permission  of  the 
Urban  Council  the  following  table  of  meat  inspection  is  submitted  for  that 
period  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemend 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

1 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

592 

461 

457 

5249 

2389 

Number  inspected 

592 

461 

457 

5249 

2389 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ... 

6 

23 

74 

48 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

320 

281 

5 

1040 

637 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

55.06% 

65.94% 

17.28% 

20.72% 

27.04% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ... 

5 

22 

_ 

.  _ 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

21 

60 

_ 

35 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4.39% 

17.78% 

_ 

_ 

1.84% 

Milk 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  took  30  samples  of  milk  of  which  5  initially 
were  unsatisfactory. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  of  the  opinion  that  as  the  production 
and  control  of  milk  is  under  separate  departments,  each  having  its  own  par¬ 
ticular  powers,  not  necessarily  complementary,  there  is  likely  to  be  confusion 
because  of  departmental  compartments  being  without  central  liaison.  For 
example — the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  deal  with  improvements  to  farm 
buildings  under  the  Hill  Farming  and  Livestock  Rearing  Acts,  1946-1954  ; 
improving  farm  water  supplies  ;  modernising  dairies  and  shippens  and  milk 
sampling  from  producers.  The  Devon  County  Council  are  the  licensing 
authority  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk  ;  the  sampling  of  school  milk  and  other 
milks  for  their  physical  qualities  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act.  The  Rural 
District  Council  controls  retail  dairies  and  the  registration  of  retailers  ;  they 
are  responsible  for  all  drainage  works  to  shops,  farms  and  dairies,  and  milk 
sampling  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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As  I  have  stressed  in  previous  reports  this  multiplicity  of  licensing 
.systems  and  the  division  of  responsibility  between  so  many  authorities 
introduces  a  danger  that  where  no  one  person  is  ultimately  responsible,  the 
health  of  the  people,  particularly  the  children,  is  likely  to  suffer. 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice  cream  number  47,  there  being  no 
change.  With  one  minor  exception  all  are  for  the  storage  and  sale  only  of 
pre-packed  ice  cream  prepared  under  modern  hygienic  methods. 


Other  Foodstuees 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unsound  during  routine  visits 
and  consequently  condemned. 

Imported  Beef...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  183  lbs. 


13$  lbs. 

6  lbs. 

4  lbs. 

4  lbs. 

5  lbs. 

2  lbs.  4  ozs. 
125  lbs. 

20  lbs. 


Canned  Goods  : 

Ham 

Ox  Tongue 
Brisket 
Brawn 

Stewed  Steak  (5  tins) 

Minced  Loaf  (3  tins) 

Plums  (50  tins) 

Quinces  (8  tins) 

All  condemned  meat  was  returned  to  the  Tavistock  Depot  for  subsequent 
collection. 

All  condemned  canned  foodstuffs  are  pierced  and  disposed  of  at  the  refuse 

tip. 

No  special  examination  of  a  particular  stock  or  consignment  of  food  was 
found  to  be  necessary. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year  : 

Butter 

Draught  Vinegar 
Draught  Vinegar 
Malt  Vinegar 
Malt  Vinegar 
Butterscotch 
Parrish’s  Food 
Fish  Paste 

Lemon  Juice  ^11  Milk 

Pork  Sausages  Y  Genuine  Milk 

Pork  Sausages 
Ice  Cream 
Ice  Cream 
Ice  Cream 

Golden  Raising  Powder 
Lard 
Dripping 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Baking  Powder 

88  samples  of  milk  were  subjected  to  the  Gerber  Test  and  all  were  genuine. 


} 


Genuine 
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School  Milk 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Inspector  during  the 
year  : — 


Pasteurised  :  Total — 68  Passed — 65  Failed 3 

Tuberculin  Tested  :  Total —  5  Passed —  4  Failed — 1 


Producer/Retailer  Samples  of  Milk  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  by  the  County  Inspector. 

Total — 29.  Passed — 22.  Failed — 7. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  by  doctors  and  schools  during  the 
year  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Diphtheria  :  One  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  a  young  woman. 
Extensive  investigation  failed  to  find  the  origin  of  the  infection  and  there  was 
no  spread. 

Poliomyelitis  :  Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Yelverton 
and  Walkhampton  area.  The  usual  preventive  measures  were  taken  and  there 
was  no  further  spread. 

Tuberculosis  :  9  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  4  new  cases  of  Non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  death  was  recorded 
from  the  former  cause. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  117  cases  remained  on  the  register  as  follows  : _ 

Pulmonary  N  on- Pulmonary 

Males  .  53  Males .  14 

Females .  42  Females  ...  8 

Cancer  Research  :  This  continued  during  the  year  and  was  extended 
over  the  major  part  of  West  Devon.  It  is  found  that  the  average  percentage 
of  deaths  from  cancer  for  the  whole  area  is  15%  which  is  roughly  the  same 
for  the  country  as  a  whole,  but  there  are  areas  of  very  high  incidence  up  to 
35%  and  others  of  very  low  incidence  down  to  8%.  It  is  found  that  the  areas 
of  high  incidence  correspond  almost  exactly  with  areas  of  high  mineralisation 
and  the  converse  obtains  with  low  frequencies.  Investigations  with  Electro¬ 
scope  and  Geiger-counter  also  show  the  high  incidence  areas  to  be  particularly 
rich  in  emanations  of  a  radio-active  nature.  This  evidence  has  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  research  continues. 


In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  the  ready 
hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  the  Sanitary  staff  and  others  who 
have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Paralytic. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  BY  SCHOOLS 


Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

t-H 

r— < 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

r— < 

1 

I 

oo 

! 

1 

1 

26 

Mumps 

r-H 

T— M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

Ringworm 

1 

I 

1 

1 

CO 

i 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

Chicken 

Pox 

1 

1 

CO 

CO 

1 

- 

r— « 

1 

l> 

German 

Measles 

1 

J 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

I 

1 

LO 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CD 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CD 

School 

Bere  Alston 

Brentor  ... 

Buckland  Monachorum 

Chillaton 

Horrabridge 

Mary  Tavy 

Meavy 

• 

Milton  Abbot 

Walkhampton  ... 

Totals 
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TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several 
parts  has  been 
satisfactory  (a)  in 
quality  (6)  in 
quantity 

Where  there  is  a  piped 
supply ,  whether  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  were 
made  of  the  raw  water 
and ,  where  treatment  is 
installed,  of  the  water 
going  into  supply,  if  so, 
how  many  and  the  results 
obtained-,  the  results  of 
any  chemical  analyses . 

Where  the  waters  are 
liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  the  facts 
as  to  contamination  by 
lead,  including  precautions 
taken  and  number  and 
results  of  analyses 

Action  in  respect 
of  any  form  of 
contamination 

Particulars  of  the  num 
and  the  number  of  the 
from  public  wa 

(a)  direct  to 

( b )  by  mean . 

her  of  dwelling  houses 
j  population  supplied 
ter  mains', 
the  houses; 

3  of  standpipes 

No.  of  Dwei 

Main 

Ming  Houses 

Standpipe 

Total  Pi 

Main 

. 

)pulation 

Standpipe 

BERE  FERRERS 

Engineers’  report 
re  quantity 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

9  samples  taken 

9  satisfactory 

See  Report 

SEE 

REPORT 

524 

— 

1834 

— 

BRADSTONE  ... 

(а)  Yes 

Wells  only 

(б)  Inadequate 

No  Piped  Supply 

Private  Wells  only 

With  regard  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  all  the  moorland 
waters  are  plumbo-solvent 
and  many  of  the  well 
waters  also,  however,  no 
case  of  lead  poisoning  has 
been  reported  or  dis¬ 
covered  for  a  number  of 
years. 

None 

— 

I 

— 

BRENTOR 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

7  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory 

N.D.W.B. 

1 

| 

56 

— 

196 

—  . 

BUCKLAND 

MONACHORUM 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Piped  Supply.  Part 

T.R.D.C,  Part  Plymouth 
C.B.  Analyses  mai&e  by 
Plymouth 

Fencing  covered  , 
Reservoirs 

740 

30 

2590 

105 

CORYTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Wells  only 

No  Public  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

DUNTERTON  ... 

(a  Yes 
(6)  No 

Private  Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HORRABRIDGE 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Part  Tavistock  R.D.C. 
Part  Plymouth  C.B. 

ditto 

None 

385 

— 

1348 

— 

KELLY . 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  No 

Wells  only 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

None 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

LAMERTON 

(a)  Yes 
{b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

No  samples  taken 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

99 

— 

347 

— 

LEW 

TRENCHARD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

No  Piped  Supply 

Wells  only.  1  Public 

ditto 

None 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

LIFTON . 

(a)  Yes 
(bj  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

3  samples  taken 

All  satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

181 

— 

634 

— ■ 

LYDFORD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

2  samples  taken 

All  satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 
(Lydford  Town) 
Chlorination  for 
Princetown 

285 

• 

998 

MARYSTOWE  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

No  Piped  Supply 

ditto 

I 

Covered 

Reservoir 

— 

I 

— 

— 

MARY  TAVY  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

8  samples  taken 

All  satisfactory 

i 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

136 

— 

476 

— 

MEAVY  . 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Plymouth  C.B. 

Samples  by  Plymouth  C.B. 

ditto 

None 

103 

— 

361 

— 

MILTON  ABBOT 

[a]  Yes 

(b)  Reas,  good 

Piped  Supply  to  Chillaton 

7  samples  taken, 

All  satisfactory 

Private  Supply  (Duke  of 

Bedford)  at  Milton  Abbot 

• 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

(Chillaton) 

55 

— 

i 

193 

— 

PETER  TAVY  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

7  samples  taken 

All  satisfactory 

ditto 

N.D.W.B. 

55 

— 

193 

— 

SAMPFORD 

SPINEY 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

■ 

Piped  Supply 

Samples  satisfactory 

ditto 

Reservoir 
fenced  &  covered 

17 

— 

59 

SHEEPSTOR  ... 

{a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

STOWFORD 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells  only 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

SYDENHAM 

damarel  ... 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Private  Supply 
(Duke  of  Bedford) 

Public  Well 

ditto 

None 

— 

* 

— 

TAVISTOCK 

HAMLETS  ... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Inadequate 

Wells  and  Private  Supply 
(Duke  of  Bedford) 

ditto 

None 

2 

— 

7 

_ 

THRUSHELTON 

(а)  Yes 

(б)  Yes 

Wells  only 

ditto 

None 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WALKHAMPTON 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply 

Sample  satisfactory 

ditto 

None 

112 

3 

392 

10 

WHITCHURCH... 

(a)  Yes 

(b)  Yes 

Piped  Supply  and  Wells 
Samples  satisfactory 

ditto 

None 

33 

— 

115 

N.D.W.B.— North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service 


